The Second Chance N Leader® Guide

Introduction

Ethan Jenkinsand Jake Sande's are pastors who come
from very different backgrounds White and well-to-do
Ethan is comfortable in his musc ministry at media-
savvy subutban mega-church TheRodk; Jakeisa
street-smart African American who ministers to the
gang members, teen mothers and drug addicts of the
urban Second Chane Community Church. When the
two men are thrown together in atoughneghbohood
and forced to work side-by-side, Ethan discoversthere
isnobounday between the streets and the sanctuary.
Can thefaith these two men share overcome the
prejudices tha dividethem to give themselvesand a
struggling urban church a second chance?

Legenday alt-rocker-turned-director Steve Taylor is
at thewhed of thisfilm, and equdly legendary
Michad W. Smith debuts his acting career as oneof
thelead roles. Togehe with atalented cast and crew,
they have created a story tha everyoneneedsto see.

The Second Chance represents a rare oppatunity for church leaders N the progpect of engaging
peoplein a conveasation abouthow ther faith can have a profoundinfluence onther lives and
onthe people aroundthem. Thethemesin thefilmN motive, compassion, privilege, sacrificeN
will resonae with anyonewho has ever wondeed abouthow to best serve thar neaghba.

This guidewill hdp youintegrate themovie into asolid, Biblically-based discussion that will
reinforce both faith in God and an undestanding of Histrandorming power. Thismovieisaso a
supeab occasion for outreach - to expoe friendsto faith in action Combined with the pog-film
discussion and the Sunday morning session induded in this material, seeing this movie could be
thefirst step tha many might make toward a different way of serving God.

The Movie and Your Ministry

Asaleader, you know tha media and culture can be powerful tods when used to drive honme a
point. The Second Chance should be oneof tho tools tha you employ.

Goingto amovieisaunversally common experience. The Second Chance isamovie tha will
make people think, and create in them awillingness to talk aboutimportant issues. The movie
doesn®aim to provide a prescribed solution. Rather, it aims to provideajumping off point for a
dialogue Movies can teach. They can motivate. They can bringissuesto thefore tha otherwise
might not bedealt with. We hopetha you will beable to make themog of The Second Chance
in your ministry.

1of 7



The Second Chance N Leader Guide

Before the Movie Shows
Hereis atimelinefor making themog of this ministry oppotunity.

Five Weeks Ahead

Determine when youd@ take your groupto see The Second Chance.

Find out aboutgroupdiscounttickets and showtimes.

Plan an urban ministry project for two weeks ahead of thefilm dae.

Put up themovie poger Bwithoutany fanfare. Jug place the poder in a congicuous
place in your church.

K K K K

Four Weeks Ahead

¥ Do aBible study arounda character that experienced a Gecond chance.OThe GProdigd
SonGs anaural sincein themovie thetitle of Ethan@bookis The Prodigal’s Song.

¥ PutaOVe®e Going!Osign on themovie poder, and fill in thetime/date/cost information.

¥ Showthetrailer to your group and announe thedate that your groupwill see themovie.

¥ Start asign-uplist, and collect money for tickets.

Three Weeks Ahead

¥ Confirm the showime and available tickets for themovie.

¥ Enoourage small groupsto arrangefor a place to meet after seeingthemovie.
¥ Showthe (behind the scenes viden.O

¥ Continuethesignup list and collection of money for tickets.

Two Weeks Ahead

¥ Confirm trangoortation details.

¥ Takeyourgrouponaoneday service project in an urban setting (or as urban as you can
findin your area) Debrief the experience with your group,and get them to talk about
ther initial reluctance that changed to enthusasm as theday went along. Tell your group
tha The Second Chance isafilm tha will create smilar thoughs and feelingsin them as
they experience themovie.

¥ Showthetrailer to theentire group, and encourage everyoneto bring friendsto see the
film too.

¥ Continuethesignup list and collection of money for tickets.

One Week Ahead (Movie Week)

¥ Giveonelast push to ge your groupsigned-up and money turned in.

¥ Purchasetickets. Get several extratickets for theinevitable last-minute attendees.

¥ Haveafew folks who participated in the service project give brief QestimoniesOabout
thar expeience. Relate to theentire grouptha The Second Chance isafilm tha goes
beyondwha they experienced at the service project, tha it deals with issues tha mog of
usneed to undestand and experience.

Movie Night
¥ Enjoy thefilm!
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After Seeing The Movie

Carefully plan for thehourafter the movie; thetime jug after seeing themovie iswhen
people will be mog willing to talk aboutit.

¥

K K K K w

K K

Go Someplace. Where you go after themovie dependson the size of groupyou have to
deal with. It would be best to find someplace neutral where you could talk withou beng
interrupted Pa restaurant near the theaters with a ack roomOwould beideal.

Generate Discussion. Once thefoodhas arrived and thingsseem to besettling down to a
dull roa, start getting some feedback aboutthe movie by asking questionslike:

If youwere to boil the message of this movie down to onesentence, wha would it be?
Which of themain characters surprised you the most?

How are thetwo churches in themovie similar and/or dissmilar to our church?

How is thetitle of the move, (Becond ChanceQ significant (other than the name of the
urban church)?

Wha do you think will hgppen to thelittle brother?

How did your feelingsaboutEthan changeduring the movie? How aboutyour feelings
aboutJake?

Promote the Sunday Morning Session. The Bible study/discussion guideis designed to
beused in your Sunday School on the Sunday morning following seeing the film or
during small grouptime thefollowing week. The session features clipsfrom the movie
and lively discussion topics based on thefilm.
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Sunday Morning/Small Group Session

Gather your groupin oneroom, andfire upthe DVD player. There are afew main issues you
will bededling with in this session:

1. Motive: thereason for doing something or behaving in a paticular way. Mog of usare
unavare of ourmotives. The Second Chance encourages usto evaluae our motives.

2. Compassion: experiendang sympahy for the suffering of others, with acompulsionto
hdp. Thefilm offers some clear examples of compassion, with encouragement to be
intentiond in howwe serve.

3. Obdlience: choosng to dowha we know isright, even when we would rather do
something else. Mog people determinewhat is right for them; but as the movie showed,
we answer to a Higha Authority than ourselves.

Introduce the Discussion

Say something dongthese lines: Orheother nightwe went to amovie B The Second Chance D
tha had a very goodmessage If you®e like me, you®e been thinking aboutthefilm since we
saw it together. 1@ like usto discuss the movie a bit more, and take alook at how it could show
ussome important thingsin our own lives.O

Video Clips A
Generate discussion for each clip, usngthese questionsas a starting point.

Clip 1 N The Serving Line!

¥ What did you notice aboutthis scene?
¥ Wha motivated Ethan to give up histie?
¥ Whorecognized wha wasreally goingon?

Clip 2 N Nobody® Keeping Score?

¥ Wha are the contrasting philosophiesin this clip?
¥  Which onedoyouthink isright?

Clip 3N Like Father, Like Son®

¥ Contrast Jake® impression of Ethan with Ethan@ condud on the bridge
¥ Wha GudienceOdo Y OU want to impress?
¥ Do youthink mog peoplerealize wha motivates them?

Bible Study A BMotive

Hand out the Student Guides, and have your grouplook up Matthew 6:1 and Colossians 3:17.
Take five minutes to work these points:

¥  God sees through our motives N (Matthew 6:1) N When we live to impress people,
then tha is all tha we accomplish. We impress people, not God. God examines our
motives, our heart and character than Heis aboutour actions Ask yourself, OVhomam |
trying to impress?0

¥ We are Jesus’ representatives N (Colossians 3:17) N Doing everything On the name of
the L ord JesusOmeanstha we represent Jesus. His hameOmeans His entire person and

13:40D4:17
235:220D36:00
35850D59:30and 1:12:00D1:12:35
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authority. Thisis similar to when someoneon TV shouts, GBtop in the name of theLaw!O
We should do wha we do knowing tha our actions and wordswould bewha Jesus
would do and say.

Give your groupafew minutes to fill in the section on thar worksheet titled, Ongead Of.O

Video Clips B
FiretheDVD back up, and get some more discussion going aroundthese clipsfromthefilm.
Clip 4 N Money For Medicine’

¥ Contrast Ethan®two responss. What changed?
¥ How can someonebe compassionde, yet not betaken advantage of?

Clip 5 N Javier®

¥  Why do you think Jake would have been so harsh?

¥ Compassionis experienang sympahy for the suffering of others, with acompulsionto
hdp. How was Jake trying to hdp Javier?

¥ Do youremembe wha hgppened next? (The group stopped thar Bible study and prayed
for Javier.)

Clip 6 N @ think you could.®

¥ Describewha was going onin this scene B
¥ Wha did Ethan® fiancZ see in Ethan tha he couldn®see in himself?

Bible Study B BbCompassion
Have thegrouplook up Colossians 3:12 and 1 Peter 3:8. Talk throughthese issues:

¥ Compassion is a Choice N In these two verses the Bible commands usto have
compassion. God never gives acommand tha cannot be obeyed. Therefore, compassion
mug beavirtuetha we choo% to have.

¥ Compassion isn’t Normal N God generally gives commandsthat counteract our sinful
ingincts. Compassionistheopposte of selfishness. Compassion sees theneedsin others,
and a compassionae personiswilling to sacrifice in order to meet thos needs

¥ Compassion isn’t Easy N Sometimes, seeing theneed is easier than meeting theneed. In
the case of the guy wanting money for stomach medicine, or the African immigrant who
was unwilling to wrangle shopping carts, the compassionate response wasn®the
emotiond one Serving needs is hader than serving weaknesses.

Give your groupafew minutes to fill outthe GCompassion PassionOsection on their Student
Guide
Video Clips C

Once thegroupisfinished working, show these clipsand direct the convasation aroundthe
guestions

43227D3246and5212D5245
51730bH18:14
61:06:18P1:07:30
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Clip 7 N At Dinner’

¥ Wha were Ethan@initial thougtis aboutther church getting more involved with Jake®
church?

¥ Why was Ethen upset abouthis GassignmentC? \ ]

¥  Why do you think God sometimes QlemotesOusin order to promoteQus?

Clip 8 N What Makes Me Crazy®

¥ Haveyouever felt like Jake did in this scene? Describe how you respondel.
¥ How can apesondowha theBible says when heor shedoesn®feel like obeying?

Clip 9 N Foot-washing®

¥ Wha was going onin this scene?
¥  Why would Sonnyneed to do such athing?

Bible Study C BObedience

Have your grouplook up and read aloudthese Scriptures. John 15:9-10; 1 John 2:3-6, 3:23-24,
5:2-3. Teach these points:

¥ Obedience is a BIG DEAL to God N Asthese verses show, God places a high value on
obealience. All throughot Scripture we learn that faith, as seen in obealience, iswha God
islookingfor.

¥ Obedience isn’t Passive N Mere roboic compliance isn®thetype of obedience we seein
these verses. Wha the Bible isteaching is atough,thoughtul, willful obedience to God b
notarote, habitud, thoughtess acquiescence. Obedience is an active, notpassive, verb.

¥ Obedience is Love N Lovefor Godisfar different than lovefor anyoneor anything else.
We don®often experience an emotiond, heartfelt GoveOfor The Almighty Bbutwe
show our lovefor Him when we choo% to obey Him. TheBibleisclear: we love God by
obeying Him, and we love others by serving them.

Give the groupa few moments to write down some thoughs in the O oughL oveOsection of
thar worksheet.

Wrap Up

Finish up yourtime together by showing CLIP 10'°. Have a brief discussion about

What is Ginking sandCfor you?

How would you define your @hurchCp

Wha do you think was the main message of The Second Chance?

How do you think yourweek will be different as aresult of wha God has shown you this
weekend?

K K K K

Findly, have atime of prayer with your group.

71326D1453

81:22:38PD1:23:38

°1:1628P1:17:24
101:28:07P1:2841and 1:29:20D1:31:15
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T“ESECOND,. R
HANCE

Student Gwde

Instead OfE

Think throughthese three areas tha people commonly use to impress others. Write down how
you mightuse tha area to impress others, and then write an alternate plan of actionthat will
please God.

Impress Others Pleasing God

Dress

Money

Conversation

Compassion Passion
What is the difference between someoned heedOand their QveaknessC?

Think of afriend who has both needs and weaknesses. How can you hdp meet ther need while
hdping make them stronge?

When are you usudly unwilling to be compassionae?
What can you do the next time you have an oppotunity to be compassionae, but don®want to?

Tough Love

Obeying God is easy when everything® going well, butwhen difficulty comes then obedient
loveistoughto do. Think throughthree situaionsyou@e facing in which you do not want to do
wha God commands Write out ashort Q willEO statement for each situation, describing how
you will obey God.

1.
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