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Introduction 

Ethan Jenkins and Jake Sanders are pastors who come 
from very different backgrounds. White and well-to-do 
Ethan is comfortable in his music ministry at media-
savvy suburban mega-church The Rock; Jake is a 
street-smart African American who ministers to the 
gang members, teen mothers and drug addicts of the 
urban Second Chance Community Church. When the 
two men are thrown together in a tough neighborhood 
and forced to work side-by-side, Ethan discovers there 
is no boundary between the streets and the sanctuary. 
Can the faith these two men share overcome the 
prejudices that divide them to give themselves and a 
struggling urban church a second chance? 

Legendary alt-rocker-turned-director Steve Taylor is 
at the wheel of this film, and equally legendary 
Michael W. Smith debuts his acting career as one of 
the lead roles. Together with a talented cast and crew, 
they have created a story that everyone needs to see. 

The Second Chance represents a rare opportunity for church leaders Ñ  the prospect of engaging 
people in a conversation about how their faith can have a profound influence on their lives and 
on the people around them. The themes in the filmÑ motive, compassion, privilege, sacrificeÑ
will resonate with anyone who has ever wondered about how to best serve their neighbor. 

This guide will help you integrate the movie into a solid, Biblically-based discussion that will 
reinforce both faith in God and an understanding of His transforming power. This movie is also a 
superb occasion for outreach - to expose friends to faith in action. Combined with the post-film 
discussion and the Sunday morning session included in this material, seeing this movie could be 
the first step that many might make toward a different way of serving God. 

The Movie and Your Ministry 

As a leader, you know that media and culture can be powerful tools when used to drive home a 
point. The Second Chance should be one of those tools that you employ. 

Going to a movie is a universally common experience. The Second Chance is a movie that will 
make people think, and create in them a willingness to talk about important issues. The movie 
doesnÕt aim to provide a prescribed solution. Rather, it aims to provide a jumping off point for a 
dialogue. Movies can teach. They can motivate. They can bring issues to the fore that otherwise 
might not be dealt with. We hope that you will be able to make the most of The Second Chance 
in your ministry. 
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Before the Movie Shows 
Here is a timeline for making the most of this ministry opportunity. 

Five Weeks Ahead 

¥ Determine when youÕll take your group to see The Second Chance. 
¥ Find out about group discount tickets and showtimes. 
¥ Plan an urban ministry project for two weeks ahead of the film date. 
¥ Put up the movie poster Ð without any fanfare. Just place the poster in a conspicuous 

place in your church. 
 

Four Weeks Ahead 

 
¥ Do a Bible study around a character that experienced a Òsecond chance.Ó The ÒProdigal 

SonÓ is a natural since in the movie the title of EthanÕs book is The Prodigal’s Song. 
¥ Put a ÒWeÕre Going!Ó sign on the movie poster, and fill in the time/date/cost information. 
¥ Show the trailer to your group, and announce the date that your group will see the movie. 
¥ Start a sign-up list, and collect money for tickets. 

Three Weeks Ahead 

¥ Confirm the showtime and available tickets for the movie. 
¥ Encourage small groups to arrange for a place to meet after seeing the movie. 
¥ Show the Òbehind the scenes video.Ó 
¥ Continue the sign-up list and collection of money for tickets. 

Two Weeks Ahead 

¥ Confirm transportation details. 
¥ Take your group on a one-day service project in an urban setting (or as urban as you can 

find in your area) Debrief the experience with your group, and get them to talk about 
their initial reluctance that changed to enthusiasm as the day went along. Tell your group 
that The Second Chance is a film that will create similar thoughts and feelings in them as 
they experience the movie. 

¥ Show the trailer to the entire group, and encourage everyone to bring friends to see the 
film too. 

¥ Continue the sign-up list and collection of money for tickets. 

One Week Ahead (Movie Week) 

¥ Give one last push to get your group signed-up and money turned in. 
¥ Purchase tickets. Get several extra tickets for the inevitable last-minute attendees. 
¥ Have a few folks who participated in the service project give brief ÒtestimoniesÓ about 

their experience. Relate to the entire group that The Second Chance is a film that goes 
beyond what they experienced at the service project, that it deals with issues that most of 
us need to understand and experience. 

Movie Night 
¥ Enjoy the film! 
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After Seeing The Movie 
Carefully plan for the hour after the movie; the time just after seeing the movie is when 
people will be most willing to talk about it. 
¥ Go Someplace. Where you go after the movie depends on the size of group you have to 

deal with. It would be best to find someplace neutral where you could talk without being 
interrupted Ð a restaurant near the theaters with a Òback roomÓ would be ideal. 

¥ Generate Discussion. Once the food has arrived and things seem to be settling down to a 
dull roar, start getting some feedback about the movie by asking questions like: 

¥ If you were to boil the message of this movie down to one sentence, what would it be? 
¥ Which of the main characters surprised you the most?  
¥ How are the two churches in the movie similar and/or dissimilar to our church? 
¥ How is the title of the move, ÒSecond ChanceÓ, significant (other than the name of the 

urban church)? 
¥ What do you think will happen to the little brother? 
¥ How did your feelings about Ethan change during the movie? How about your feelings 

about Jake? 
¥ Promote the Sunday Morning Session. The Bible study/discussion guide is designed to 

be used in your Sunday School on the Sunday morning following seeing the film or 
during small group time the following week. The session features clips from the movie 
and lively discussion topics based on the film. 
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Sunday Morning/Small Group Session 
Gather your group in one room, and fire up the DVD player. There are a few main issues you 
will be dealing with in this session: 

1. Motive: the reason for doing something or behaving in a particular way. Most of us are 
unaware of our motives. The Second Chance encourages us to evaluate our motives. 

2. Compassion: experiencing sympathy for the suffering of others, with a compulsion to 
help. The film offers some clear examples of compassion, with encouragement to be 
intentional in how we serve. 

3. Obedience: choosing to do what we know is right, even when we would rather do 
something else. Most people determine what is right for them; but as the movie showed, 
we answer to a Higher Authority than ourselves. 

Introduce the Discussion 

Say something along these lines: ÒThe other night we went to a movie Ð The Second Chance Ð 
that had a very good message. If youÕre like me, youÕve been thinking about the film since we 
saw it together. IÕd like us to discuss the movie a bit more, and take a look at how it could show 
us some important things in our own lives.Ó 

Video Clips A 

Generate discussion for each clip, using these questions as a starting point. 

Clip 1 Ñ  The Serving Line1 

¥ What did you notice about this scene? 
¥ What motivated Ethan to give up his tie?  
¥ Who recognized what was really going on? 

Clip 2 Ñ  NobodyÕs Keeping Score2 

¥ What are the contrasting philosophies in this clip? 
¥ Which one do you think is right? 

Clip 3 Ñ  Like Father, Like Son3 

¥ Contrast JakeÕs impression of Ethan with EthanÕs conduct on the bridge. 
¥ What ÒaudienceÓ do YOU want to impress? 
¥ Do you think most people realize what motivates them? 

Bible Study A Ð Motive 

Hand out the Student Guides, and have your group look up Matthew 6:1 and Colossians 3:17. 
Take five minutes to work these points: 

¥ God sees through our motives Ñ  (Matthew 6:1) Ñ  When we live to impress people, 
then that is all that we accomplish. We impress people, not God. God examines our 
motives, our heart and character than He is about our actions. Ask yourself, ÒWhom am I 
trying to impress?Ó 

¥ We are Jesus’ representatives Ñ  (Colossians 3:17) Ñ  Doing everything Òin the name of 
the Lord JesusÓ means that we represent Jesus . His ÒnameÓ means His entire person and 

                                                
1 3:40 Ð 4:17 
2 35:20 Ð 36:00 
3 58:50 Ð 59:30 and 1:12:00 Ð 1:12:35 
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authority. This is similar to when someone on TV shouts, ÒStop in the name of the Law!Ó 
We should do what we do knowing that our actions and words would be what Jesus 
would do and say. 

 
Give your group a few minutes to fill in the section on their worksheet titled, ÒInstead Of.Ó 

Video Clips B 

Fire the DVD back up, and get some more discussion going around these clips from the film. 

Clip 4 Ñ  Money For Medicine4 

¥ Contrast EthanÕs two responses. What changed? 
¥ How can someone be compassionate, yet not be taken advantage of? 

Clip 5 Ñ  Javier5 

¥ Why do you think Jake would have been so harsh? 
¥ Compassion is experiencing sympathy for the suffering of others, with a compulsion to 

help. How was Jake trying to help Javier? 
¥ Do you remember what happened next? (The group stopped their Bible study and prayed 

for Javier.) 

Clip 6 Ñ  ÒI think you could.Ó6 

¥ Describe what was going on in this scene. 
¥ What did EthanÕs fiancŽ see in Ethan that he couldnÕt see in himself?  

Bible Study B Ð Compassion 

Have the group look up Colossians 3:12 and 1 Peter 3:8. Talk through these issues: 

¥ Compassion is a Choice Ñ  In these two verses the Bible commands us to have 
compassion. God never gives a command that cannot be obeyed. Therefore, compassion 
must be a virtue that we choose to have. 

¥ Compassion isn’t Normal Ñ  God generally gives commands that counteract our sinful 
instincts. Compassion is the opposite of selfishness. Compassion sees the needs in others, 
and a compassionate person is willing to sacrifice in order to meet those needs. 

¥ Compassion isn’t Easy Ñ  Sometimes, seeing the need is easier than meeting the need. In 
the case of the guy wanting money for stomach medicine, or the African immigrant who 
was unwilling to wrangle shopping carts, the compassionate response wasnÕt the 
emotional one. Serving needs is harder than serving weaknesses. 
 

Give your group a few minutes to fill out the ÒCompassion PassionÓ section on their Student 
Guide. 

Video Clips C 

Once the group is finished working, show these clips and direct the conversation around the 
questions. 

                                                
4 32:27 Ð 32:46 and 52:12 Ð 52:45 
5 17:30 Ð 18:14 
6 1:06:18 Ð 1:07:30 
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Clip 7 Ñ  At Dinner7 

¥ What were EthanÕs initial thoughts about their church getting more involved with JakeÕs 
church? 

¥ Why was Ethan upset about his ÒassignmentÓ? 
¥ Why do you think God sometimes ÒdemotesÓ us in order to ÒpromoteÓ us? 

Clip 8 Ñ  What Makes Me Crazy8 
¥ Have you ever felt like Jake did in this scene? Describe how you responded. 
¥ How can a person do what the Bible says when he or she doesnÕt feel like obeying? 

Clip 9 Ñ  Foot-washing9 
¥ What was going on in this scene? 
¥ Why would Sonny need to do such a thing? 

Bible Study C Ð Obedience 

Have your group look up and read aloud these Scriptures: John 15:9-10; 1 John 2:3-6, 3:23-24, 
5:2-3. Teach these points: 

¥ Obedience is a BIG DEAL to God Ñ  As these verses show, God places a high value on 
obedience. All throughout Scripture we learn that faith, as seen in obedience, is what God 
is looking for. 

¥ Obedience isn’t Passive Ñ  Mere robotic compliance isnÕt the type of obedience we see in 
these verses. What the Bible is teaching is a tough, thoughtful, willful obedience to God Ð 
not a rote, habitual, thoughtless acquiescence. Obedience is an active, not passive, verb. 

¥ Obedience is Love Ñ  Love for God is far different than love for anyone or anything else. 
We donÕt often experience an emotional, heartfelt ÒloveÓ for The Almighty Ð but we 
show our love for Him when we choose to obey Him. The Bible is clear: we love God by 
obeying Him, and we love others by serving them. 

 
Give the group a few moments to write down some thoughts in the ÒTough LoveÓ section of 
their worksheet. 

Wrap Up 

Finish up your time together by showing CLIP 1010. Have a brief discussion about: 
¥ What is Òsinking sandÓ for you? 
¥ How would you define your ÒchurchÓ? 
¥ What do you think was the main message of The Second Chance? 
¥ How do you think your week will be different as a result of what God has shown you this 

weekend? 
Finally, have a time of prayer with your group.

                                                
7 13:26 Ð 14:53 
8 1:22:38 Ð 1:23:38 
9 1:16:28 Ð 1:17:24 
10 1:28:07 Ð 1:28:41 and 1:29:20 Ð 1:31:15 



The Second Chance Ñ  Leader Guide 

 

 
7 of 7 

Student Guide 

Instead OfÉ  

Think through these three areas that people commonly use to impress others. Write down how 
you might use that area to impress others, and then write an alternate plan of action that will 
please God. 

 Impress Others Pleasing God 

Dress   

Money   

Conversation   

Compassion Passion 

What is the difference between someoneÕs ÒneedÓ and their ÒweaknessÓ? 

Think of a friend who has both needs and weaknesses. How can you help meet their need while 
helping make them stronger? 

When are you usually unwilling to be compassionate? 

What can you do the next time you have an opportunity to be compassionate, but donÕt want to? 

Tough Love 

Obeying God is easy when everythingÕs going well, but when difficulty comes then obedient 
love is tough to do. Think through three situations youÕre facing in which you do not want to do 
what God commands. Write out a short ÒI willÉÓ statement for each situation, describing how 
you will obey God.  

1. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 


